A French Icon






by Victoria Baker
When we think of iconic French actresses we think of Brigitte Bardot, Catherine Deneuve and that latest on the list: Sophie Marceau. American audiences may remember Marceau from James Bond and Braveheart. She is the quintessential French beauty- elegant, stylish and mysterious.
This Friday April 3 will be the Opening Night Gala for the Focus on French Cinema Festival. The US premiere of “Laughing Out Loud” will be screened and Sophie Marceau herself will be in attendance to answer questions after the movie which will start at 7:15pm at the Performing Arts Centre at Purchase College…“Laughing Out Loud” starring Sophie Marceau is the story of a liberated mother and her teenage daughter Lola. Her daughter’s romantic relationships mirror her mother’s as she flits from one boy to his best friend while her divorced parents are secretly seeing each other again. All this against the backdrop of a soundtrack featuring The Rolling Stones, Keane, Blur and Supergrass!
Ladies and Gentlemen, gentlemen especially, even if you are not a fan of French Cinema, you are probably a fan of Sophie Marceau and that’s reason enough to attend. Following this movie premiere, will be a buffet dinner of French foods, whose quality has gained them a reputation for true culinary excellence!
In addition to the Opening Night festivities there will be three days of French movie screenings and panel discussions. For more information log onto www.focusonfrenchcinema.com. The goal of this Festival is to bridge the gap between French and American cultures through the medium of movies. And of course, it’s a chance to experience what French culture is all about- the glamorous, the not-so glamorous, the clichés and the realities…

Sophie Marceau started out in movies when she was 14 years old. This daughter of a truck driver went to an audition on a whim, got the part and became an overnight success. The classic French beauty then went on to do a plethora of international movies notably James Bond: The World is not Enough where she played the role of the conniving seductress Elektra King. 

So, is the myth of the French icon or French woman really all it’s cracked up to be? Are they all as glamorous as Brigitte Bardot and Catherine Deneuve? Is the French myth of the beautiful French girl full of mystery and je-ne-sais-quoi just a myth? Probably, but I’d rather not have the wool pulled from over my eyes… I’d much rather keep her on her pedestal. After all, she’s someone to admire, to envy, to look up to…And whether or not she’s real is not important, she teaches us to embrace our inner French girl and that’s what counts!

